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WISCONSIN CENTRAL LTD. -- ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION --
' IN POLK COUNTY, WISCONSIN

WISCONSIN DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES
AND POLK COUNTY JOINT
PETITION FOR EXTENSION OF NOTICE OF INTERIM TRAIL USE

BACKGROUND

On November 24, 1997, Wisconsin Centra‘l Ltd. (WCL) filed with the Surface
‘Transportation Board (Board) a petition under 49 U.S.C. 10502 for exemptidn from the
provisions of 49 U.S.C. 10903 to abandon its line of railroad known as the Dresser-Amery
line, between milepost 4?.83 in Dresser and'rhilepost 63.08 (theA end of the line) in Amery,
.a distance of 15.25 miles, in Polk County, WI. The line traverses u.S. Fostal Service ZIP
codes 54001 and 54009, and includes the stations of Wanderoos at milepost 56.3 and
Amery at milepost 62.9. |
On Septerhbér 16, 1997, the State of Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources
(WisDNR) signed a Statement of Willingness to Accept Financial Responsibility pursuant
to 49 C.F.R. § 1152.29. This statemént is for the segment of WCL railroad line between
Dresser Milepost 47.83 and Amery Milepost 63.08, a distance of approximately i5.25 miles |
in Polk County, Wisconsin.
On December 18, 1997, the Wisconsin Department of frénsportation on beha!f of

the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources filed a réquest for a Notice of Interim Trail



USe/raiI banking (NITU) under 16 U.S.C. 1247(d) and 49 CFR 1152.29. WCL indicated its
willingness to negotiate with WisDNR for interim trail use.

The Board issued a NITU under 49 CFR _1 152.29, which was sefved on
March 13, 1998, allowing the WisDNR the full 180 days from date of service to negotiate a
.rail bankihg agreement with WCL. On September 4, 1998, the Wisconsin Department of
Trénsportati'on on behalf of the Wisconsin Department of Naturél Resources filed a rnotion,
for extensibn of the negbtiating period for 180 days. Uhdér service daté of October 2,
1998, the Board ordered that the NITU negotiating period is extended to March 8, 1999.

On November 19, 1998, Polk County sént a Statement of Willingness to 'WCL and
the Board for this same segment of WCL railroad. Polk County is working closely with
WisDNR to acquire the rail corridor.

On Februafy 23, 1999, the Wisconsin Department of Transportatioh oﬁ behalf of the
Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources filed a motion for extension of the negotiating -
period for 180 days. Under servi}ce'date of March 5, 1999, the Board ordered fha_t the
NITU hegbtiating period is extended to September 4, 1999.

On August' 17, 1999, the WiSconsin Department of Transportétiqn on beha“lf of the
Wisconéin Departmént of Natural Resources and WCL filed a joint motion for extension of
ihe negotiating period for 180 days. Under service date of August 30, 1999, thve Board
ordered that the NITU negotiating periodv is extended to March 2, 2000. |

On February 18, 2000, thé Wisconsin Departrﬁent of Transportation on behalf of the
Wisconsin Depértment of Natural Resources and WCL filed a joint mation for extensioh of
the negotiating. period for 18.0 days. Under serQice date of March 1, 2000, the B@ard

ordered that the NITU negotiating period is exiended to August 29, 2000.
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On August 1'1 , 2000, the Wisconsin Department 6f Transportation on behalf of _the
Wiscon‘éin Department of Natural Resources and WCL filed a joint motion for extension of
the negotiating period for 180 days. Under service date of Au_guét 23, 2000, the Board
ordered that the NITU negotiating peribd is extendéd to February 25, 2001.

Oh February 8, 2001, the Wisconsin Department of Transportétion on behalf of thé :

Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources and WCL filed a jdint motion for extension of

the negotiating period for 180 days. Under service date of February 27, 2001, the Board

ordered that the NITU negotiating period is extended to August 24, 2001.

On Auguét 23, 2001, the Wisconsin Department of Transportation on behalf of the
Wisct)nsih Department of }Natﬁral Resources and WCL filed a motion for extension of the
negoﬁating peri'od for 180 days. Uhder service date of AuQust 29, 2001, _the; Board
ordered that the NITU negotiating period is extended to February 20, 2002

On January 30, 2002, the Wisconsin Department of Transportatlon on behalf of the
Wisconsin Ijepartment of _Naturai Resources and WCL filed a motion for extension of the
hegotiating period for 180 days. Under'éervice date of February 19, 2002, the Boafd |
ordered that the NITU negotiating period is extended to August 19, 2002.

On August 12, 2002, the Wlsconsm Department of Transportatlon on behalf of the
Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources and WCL fileda motilon for extension of the
negotiating period for 180 days. Under service date of August 15, 2062, the Board
ordered that the NITU negotiating period is extended to Fe_erary 15, 2003.

On February 3, 2603, the Wisconsin Department of Transportation on behalf of the

Wisconsin Department of Natural Resourbes and WCL filed a motion for extension of the

3



negotiating peribdvfor 180 days. Under service date of February 14, 2003, the Board |
ordered that the NITU negotiating period is extended to August 14, 2003. |

On July 28, 2003, the Wisconsin Department of Transportation on behalf of the
Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources ahd WCL filed a motion for extension of the
negotiating period fdr 180 days. Uhder service date of August} 13, 2003, the Board

ordered that the NITU negotiating period is extended to February 10, 2004, |

~On January 28, 2004, the Wisconsin Central Limited and Wisconsin Department of
Transportation on behalf of the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources filed a motion
for extension of the negotiating period for 180 days. Under service date of

February 10, 2004, the Board ordered that the NITU negotiating period is extended to
August 8, 2004. |

On July 27, 2004, the Wisconsin Central Limited and Wisconsin Department of
Transportation on ~be_half of the Wisconsin Department of Naturél Resources filed a:motion
for extension of the negotiating period for 180 days. Under service date of August 5, 2004,
the Board ordered that the NITU negotiating périod is extended to Februéry 4, 2005.

On January 24, 2005, the Wisconsin Central Limited and Wisconsin‘Department of
Transportation on behaif of the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources filed a motion
for extension of the negotiating period for 180 days. R Under servjce date of

: Januéry 31, 2005, the Board ordered that the NITU negotiating period is extended to
.August 3, 2005. |

On July 14, 2005, Wisconsin Department of Transportation on behalf of the

Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources and Polk County filed a motion for extension of




the neg‘otiating period for 180 days. Under service date of July 26, 2005, the Board orderéd
that the NITU negotiating pericd is extended to J_anﬁary 30; 2006. |

On January 18, 2006, Wisconsin Department of Transportation on behalf of the_a‘
Wisconsin ‘De'partment of Natural Resdurces and Polk County filed a motio‘n for extension of
the negotiating period for 180 days. Under service date of January 30, 2006, the Board
ordered that the NITU negotiating period is extended to July 29, 20086. |

- OnJuly 7, 2006, Wisconsin Department of Transportation on behalf of the Wisconsin
Department of Natural Resources and Polk County filed a motion for extension of the
Anegotiat_ing period for 180 days. Under service date of July 28, 2008, the Board ordered
that thé NITU negotiating period is extended to January 25, 2007.
. WisDNR made an initial tinﬁely offer to WCL. Negotiations arelcurrently continuing in’
good faith between WisDNR or Polk County and WCL. WCL did sell the portion between
milepdst 49.6 and milepost 63.08 but the parties are still negotiating on the portion between
milepost 47.83 and milepost 49.6, and more time is needed to finalize negotiétions.
| MOTION

Therefore, WisDNR énd Polk County‘movle that the period prescribed to negotiate an
interim trail use/rail banking. agreement be extended for 480 days for the segment of line
between milepost 47.83 and milepost 49..6.‘ |

| Respectfully submit

Allyn Lepedka, State ar No. 1013474
Wisconsin Department of Transportation
4802 Sheboygan Avenue, Room 115-B
P. Q. Box 7910 Madison, Wi 53707-7910
(608) 266-0253

Attorney for Wisconsin Department of
Transportation and Polk County .
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